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ALL MY LOVIN’

text: Krzysztof Candrowicz, FOTOFESTIWAL International Festival of Photography in Lodz, Polska
There is not much left to say about love. Since writing was invented, thousands of literary works about love have been written: from the Letter to the Corinthians to the Art of Loving by Erich Fromm. From the moment people started painting and creating primitive decorative works, to the creation of the contemporary photography icon – Kiss by Robert Doisneau – thousands, if not millions, visual representations of love, passion and feelings have been created. What could I add, then? This is what I thought when I sat to the empty sheet of paper.

Love is such subjective a phenomenon that I will not even attempt to refer to some universal definition or generalisation. One thing is certain – we all need it. We don’t want to live without it. It is like oxygen for us. Can we imagine a state when we do not have feelings for other people at all? I may sound trivial, but I think that in the near future intelligence or motor skills will be replaced with an artificial implant. Real feelings, however, are our own, human ‘affliction’. 

Why, then, have we devoted the entire edition of Fotofestiwal to the problem of human relations and relationships? I think that, regardless of the number of words said and written about love, the theme is always present on every stage of our lives. Times change, our surroundings change, our behaviour and habits change – and so do our relations with people. Hence, the story about love can always be different. Together with Peg and Christoph, we decided to present the contemporary, photographic vision of love. I hope that the works of artists who contributed to All My Lovin’, create an exceptional story of our present condition of... ‘loving’. 
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