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ALL MY LOVIN’
text: Christoph Tannert, Kunstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, Germany
During the preparations to All my lovin’, I was thinking about the artists and their works devoted to the philosophy of love and feelings. Images should help us see how descriptive and normative the understanding of love is, how love is – and how it should be – expressed.

Love is an eternal mystery. It comes unexpected, sometimes it leaves without any warning. Our stories are no longer as ordinary as our grandparents’. We have alternative biographies. Today, people expect an emotional relationship to offer passion and understanding, thrill and security, and, to top it all, to last forever. 

Furthermore, love cannot be tied down. It rises and falls, bursts into flames and fades. In this exhibition, we meet people in totally different emotional relationships, both happy and unhappy.

A wide spectrum of relations is presented to us, some of them in staged, pre-arranged photographs, other in photos taken in secret, all of them meant to show how different the ideals and visions of life that come between people and tear them apart may be. We have the opportunity to see what these relations are really like, when considered independently of any ideology.

All my lovin’ uses strong, moving photographs (single or in series) to tell a story of relationships between people.

Each relationship is a kind of energy, something that comes to life between two people when their paths unexpectedly cross.

These images reveal young and old couples, fathers, mothers, parents with their children, lucky ones and victims of misfortune, strangers who meet other strangers, and those who are just leaving the prison of hampered imagination in order to show their feelings in a spontaneous way and experience love.

If everything goes well, the old song by the Beatles is what expresses their minds best:

Close your eyes and I'll kiss you,

Tomorrow I'll miss you;

Remember I'll always be true.

And then while I'm away,

I'll write home ev'ry day,

And I'll send all my loving to you.

I'll pretend That I'm kissing 

the lips I am missing

And hope that my dreams will come true.

And then while I'm away,

I'll write home ev'ry day,

And I'll send all my loving to you.

All my loving I will send to you.

All my loving, darling I'll be true.

Close your eyes and I'll kiss you,

Tomorrow I'll miss you:

Remember I'll always be true.

And then while I'm away,

I'll write home ev'ry day,

And I'll send all my loving to you

All my loving I will send to you.

All my loving darling I'll be True.

All my loving All my loving ooh

All my loving I will send to you
Christoph Tannert

Künstlerhaus Bethanien Berlin is an International Artists in Residence Center that has been in existence since 1975. More than 750 artists from all over the world have been there. Within the scope of the Studio Programme, the Künstlerhaus Bethanien provides curatorial support for realising projects, provision of workshops and technical infrastructure (including qualified personnel), presentation of the projects produced in the Künstlerhaus, publicity work for all events, permanent mediation of contacts to international curators, art critics, and publicists. For the period of their stay (12 months), the grantees receive a monthly subsidy. Acceptance into the International Studio Programme is based on the decision of a jury. Since 2000, Mr. Tannert has been Managing Director as well as Chief Curator for the visual arts section. Mr. Tannert, born in 1955, studied Art History at the Berlin Humboldt University and has been working as an art critic, curator and exhibition manager since 1981. He directed various international exhibition and book projects. Besides his work as a curator and writer, he directs the "2ndPhotofestival Mannheim_Ludwigshafen_Heidelberg 2007", one of the International Festivals of Photography and Visual Arts in Germany. He is also a board member of „Berlin Photography Festival“ and supports the „European Photography“ magazine since years. In the near future he will direct „Fototage Trier 2010“ and „Leipzig.Fotografie 2011“.
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